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Purpose of the Readiness Assessment

� Assist local communities determine their readiness 
for the major industrial developments proposed on 
the Iron Range

� Assess potential impacts to: 
– Housing
– Infrastructure (roads, water, sewer)
– Emergency Preparedness (police, fire, EMS)
– Government Services (schools, community centers) 
– Other Issues



Role of the Steering Committee

� To guide the assessment process and 
ensure its usefulness

� To provide comments on assessment survey 

� Steering Committee scheduled to meet 3 
more times during the reporting phase  



Community Steering Committee 
Membership

� Towns of:
– Deer River
– Arbo
– Grand Rapids
– Trout Lake
– Iron Range
– Greenway
– Lone Pine
– Nashwauk

� Itasca County

� Cities of:
– Deer River
– Cohasset
– Grand Rapids
– La Prairie
– Coleraine
– Bovey
– Taconite
– Marble
– Calumet
– Nashwauk
– Keewatin



Other Participants

� Iron Range Resources
� Excelsior Energy
� Itasca County HRA
� City of Hibbing
� Itasca Economic Development Corporation
� Range Area Municipalities and Schools
� Minnesota Power-Clay Boswell
� DEED
� Minnesota Iron and Steel



Assessment Timeline

� Background

� Assessment Interviews

� Reporting 

� Implementation

� March - April 2007

� April - May 2007

� May - July 2007

� August - October 2007



Next Steps

� ARDC to develop Assessment Survey
� Steering Committee to review & comment on survey
� ARDC to conduct community interviews 
� ARDC to conduct windshield survey of current 

housing stock
� ARDC to assemble information and develop report to 

present at next Steering Committee meeting



Contact Information

� ARDC Project Contact
– Cindy Petkac

� 218-529-7527
� cpetkac@ardc.org
� www.arrowheadplanning.org/itascareadiness


