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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
The following is the City of Bovey’s Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the Bovey City 
Council on January 20, 2010.   The plan was created to guide development of the City for 
future economic growth, population expansion, and preservation of resources.  The Bovey 
Comprehensive Plan addresses strategies and action steps to resolve key issues and 
preserve valued assets of the City.  
 
Comprehensive Plan Description 
 
A comprehensive plan is the policy framework that communities use to guide development 
and land use activities.  The development of a comprehensive plan is based on a process 
of engaging the public in local decisions, and articulating the sort of community they 
would like to live in and leave behind.  A comprehensive plan is a tool to help a 
community to identify their long-term choices and goals, and to create strategies and 
action steps to work towards accomplishing their vision. 
 
The Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC) follows a basic format when 
assisting a community in the development of a Comprehensive Plan.  The steps include: 
 
1. Assets and Threats Identification 
2. Vision Development 
3. Issue Identification 
4. Strategy and Action Step Development 
5. Adoption 
 
Based on the above process, community comprehensive plans address the planning and 
implementation of specific strategies and action steps in the following categories: 
Housing; Transportation; Utilities and Community Facilities; Agricultural, Natural, and 
Cultural Resources; Economic Development, Intergovernmental Cooperation; Land Use, 
and Implementation.  
 
Draft Public Participation Description 
 
The Bovey Comprehensive planning process was part of the Itasca County Community 
Planning Initiative.  The Initiative is comprised of the Cities of Marble, Keewatin, 
Coleraine, Calumet, and Bovey.  The five communities went through a planning process 
simultaneously.  The project began February 12, 2009 with a training session for local 
elected officials and staff on Comprehensive planning trends and local policy issues.  A 
public visioning session for all five communities was held on February 26, 2009. This 
session provided an opportunity for the residents of the five communities to identify 
community assets and issues and develop vision statements that would guide their 
respective City’s comprehensive plans.  
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Following the public vision session Bovey held a public meeting hosted by the Bovey 
Planning and Zoning Committee on March 24, 2009 to finalize the Draft Vision Statement, 
develop plan section goal statements as well as identify further issues. 
 
On April 29, 2009 the Bovey Planning and Zoning Committee held a second public meeting 
as part of the comprehensive planning process to review and discuss draft comprehensive 
plan strategies and action steps. 
 
The resulting Bovey Comprehensive Plan Final Draft was reviewed by the Bovey Planning 
and Zoning Committee and adopted by the Bovey City Council on January 20, 2010. 
 
Over the next 10-20 years the City of Bovey will, to the best of its abilities, seek to 
implement the strategies and action steps as identified in the following comprehensive 
plan.   
 
Community History 
 
The Village of Bovey was the first village in the “Canisteo District”, a region of iron ore on 
the western Mesabi Range.  When it was settled, lumbering activities had removed a large 
portion of the wilderness.  The district's nearest railroad station was Grand Rapids, from 
which cars could get only as far as the site of the present Bovey.  As a result Bovey, became 
a source of supplies for pioneering entrepreneurs. The town was incorporated as a village in 
1904 and began to grow significantly in 1907, when the Oliver Iron Mining Company's began 
operations. By the census records of 1910 the population had increased to 1,377.  The 
village developed with a school built in 1906 and remodeled in 1919 and in 1934 the Village 
Hall was constructed. 1 
 
Bovey's economy activity centered around mining activity at the Canisteo, the Danube, and 
the Harrison mines.  During the Great Depression and World War II, Bovey’s population 
declined to 1,248.  The mining industry declined after the war and did not rebound until the 
discovery of technology for mining taconite.  Economic stability was enjoyed by Bovey and 
the rest of the Iron Range communities until an economic downturn in the 1970s. 
 
Influenced from a past rich in history and moving into a future filled with challenges and 
opportunities, the City of Bovey has developed and adopted the following Comprehensive 
Plan to guide the future planning and development of their community.  
 
 
 
 

1 Minnesota Historical Society. (n.d.) History of Bovey. Retrieved on June 3, 2009 from 
http://www.lakesnwoods.com/Bovey.htm  



City of Bovey Comprehensive Plan 
September 2009 

 5 

Demographics 
 
This section provides a demographic profile of the City of Bovey from 1990 through 2006.  
Demographic information is based upon United States Census reports for the years 1990, 
2000, and current estimations and analysis of Census data by the State of Minnesota Office 
of Administration’s Office of Geographic and Demographic Analysis. 

 
 
The population in Itasca County grew significantly more than the population of Bovey from 
1990 to 2000.  The State Demographer estimates populations in Bovey to increase slightly 
along with Itasca County.  The population of local governments can be effected by many 
factors including: economy, educational options, business growth/decline, and many other 
factors.  Currently there are six major projects proposed for the Iron Range which could 
greatly affect the region. 
 
 

Figure 1:  Bovey Population Trends, 1990 – 2035 

Year Bovey Itasca County 
1990 670 40,863 

2000* 
662  (-1.2% 
change from pre-
vious) 

43,992  (7.7% change from 
previous) 

2005** 701 (5.9%) 44,818 (1.9%) 

2010*** 734 (4.7%) 45,620 (1.8%) 

2015*** 749 (2.0%) 46,670 (2.3%) 

2020*** 762 (1.7%) 47,600 (2.0%) 

2025*** 771 (1.2%) 48,290 (1.4%) 

2030*** 774 (0.4%) 44,480 (-7.9%) 

2035*** 776 (0.3%) 48,580 (9.2%) 

* - Official Census 

** - US Census Estimate 

*** - Minnesota Demography Estimates 

Source:  US Census Bureau 2009 

Figure 2:  Bovey Population by 
Age, 2000 

Under 18 152 

18-65 387 

Over 65 123 

Total 662 

Source:  US Census Bureau 2009 
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Population by Age
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The residential profile of Bovey is aging.  In 2029, a third of the population will be between 
55 and 74 years old, a comparatively similar trend to Bovey’s neighboring Iron Range 
communities.  This population may cause convenient services, accessible social destinations 
and possibly senior-oriented housing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Figure 3. 
 
 
 
The reported median household and family 
incomes in Bovey coincide with the local median 
housing value and offer residents and their 
families a community with affordable housing.  
Itasca County higher median housing value is 
likely due to the inclusion of larger cities like 
Grand Rapids and the inclusion of rural lake 
properties. 
 

Figure 4:  Socioeconomic Data, 2000 

  Bovey 
Itasca 

County 
Median Household In-

come 
$25,662 $36,234 

Median Family Income 
$33,750 $44,025 

Median Housing Value 
$36,500 $79,100 

Poverty Rate 22.30% 10.60% 
Source:  US Census Bureau 
2009     



City of Bovey Comprehensive Plan 
September 2009 

 7 

HOUSING 
 
The City of Bovey housing stock includes single-family homes and multi-family rental 
units. A majority of the housing were built before 1939.2  Home vacancy rates, especially 
rental rates are low.  A new residential development on the northeast side of the City 
provides single-family housing.  The City is planning for another residential development 
on City-owned land totaling about 16 acres.   Infrastructure for this planned development 
was funded by an Iron Range Resources Infrastructure grant.  Additionally the City is 
interested in residential development on adjoining land currently owned by Itasca County. 
The City has a senior housing apartment complex (Itasca County Apartments) and newly 
constructed townhomes.   
 
In 2007, the City of Bovey participated in the Itasca County Readiness Assessment, which 
looked at existing public infrastructure, facilities, current plans, and housing stock.  The 
assessment reported the condition of existing housing and mapped land available for 
housing development.  Housing issues included competition with neighboring communities, 
limited population growth, and an aging population.  New owner-occupied home 
construction was considered deterred because of value gaps.  In general Itasca County 
communities have an aging housing stock with capacity limitations.  Housing is also 
affected by the fluctuations in the mining economy and the need for infrastructure 
improvements.  The Assessment found fewer housing choices for lower income residents.  
To address these issues, the document focused primarily on preservation, maintenance, 
and improvement of existing housing stock, promotion of appropriately targeted new 
housing stock, taking advantage of existing housing subsidy opportunities, and developing 
a realistic housing action plan.   
 
The Assessment included a windshield study of each Itasca County community to survey 
the current condition of the housing stock.   The windshield study of Bovey only noted one 
dilapidated house, located in the center of the main residential district. The remaining 
houses are made up of standard (51 percent) and substandard (49 percent) houses. There 
are a total of 270 houses in Bovey. Nearly all of the houses are located in the southwest 
part of the City in a single, gridded residential district. There is a new residential area 
northwest of the main housing area. This new district is home to nearly 95 percent 
standard houses, the highest of any area in the City.3 

 
The City will work towards maintaining safe and affordable housing stock for the area’s 
workforce and retired residents with a combination of single-family homes and multi-
family rental units. 

3 Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (2007) Itasca County Readiness Assessment Draft, p.18. Retrieved June 
29, 2009, from http://www.arrowheadplanning.org/documents/Itasca%20Readiness/ItascaReadinessAssessmentDocument.pdf 

2 U.S. Census (2000) Table DP-4. Profile of Selected Housing Characteristics: 2000, p.4. Retrieved June 17, 2009, from http://
censtats.census.gov/data/MN/1602707048.pdf 



City of Bovey Comprehensive Plan 
September 2009 

 8 

Strategy 2.1: Strengthening existing neighborhoods to promote a safe, family-friendly 
community. 
 
To assure that all residents will live in a safe and healthy neighborhood environment, Bovey 
is focused on rehabilitation and blight reduction of the current housing stock, as well as 
providing community information to address these issues.  

 
Action Step 2.1.1: Bovey aims to identify vacant and blighted 
areas for infill redevelopment.  
 
Action Step 2.1.2:  Bovey proactively works with landowners to 
decrease blight. 
 
Action Step 2.1.3: Bovey intends to promote KOOTASCA 
Community Action housing rehabilitation programs to 
residential home owners. 
 
Action Step 2.1.4: Bovey will work towards evaluating the need for and implement, if 
feasible, a rental registry program to provide a central list of private rental property 
owners to improve communication between property owners and the City. 
 
Action Step 2.1.5:  Bovey will work towards updating the existing zoning ordinance to 
address blight. Also see Land Use Section Strategy 8.2. 

 
Strategy 2.2:  Plan, well-connected new residential developments which compliment 
the community’s housing goal with an array of housing options. 
 
The City of Bovey’s original neighborhoods were formed in a 
gridded street network with 25 foot wide lots and alleys in the 
early 1900s.  Bovey plans for future residential development in the 
City’s east side include workforce housing options with 
connections to the existing streets and trail networks. 
 

Action Step 2.2.1: Bovey intends to develop new workforce 
housing on City-owned vacant land which has access to 
infrastructure. 
 
Action Step 2.2.2:  Bovey intends to collaborate with neighboring communities and 
regional entities when the opportunity arises to develop an enforceable regional building 
and rental code. 

Well-connected developments 
will be planned and offer an 
array of housing options. 

Goal Statement: Bovey strives to provide and promote safe, quality affordable homes in 
family-friendly, clean neighborhoods. 

Bovey will identify areas for re-
development and infill. 
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Action Step 2.2.3: Bovey aims to partner with entities such as KOOTASCA Community 
Action, Minnesota Housing, Greater Minnesota Housing Fund and Itasca County Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority to provide lots and housing at affordable cost.  
 
Action Step 2.2.4: Bovey will work towards conducting a zoning map review and 
prioritize areas for residential use 
 
Action Step 2.2.5: Bovey shall partner with Itasca County Habitat for Humanity to 
provide single-family housing at an affordable cost. 
 

Strategy 2.3: Provide housing that is safe and accommodates resident’s lifespan. 
 
Bovey’s population is aging and will need suitable housing options in terms of affordability 
and suitability.  Accommodating this trend will benefit the younger residents by providing 
more housing options for residents entering the workforce and families seeking to raise 
children in a community with a small town appeal.  
  

Action Step 2.3.1: Bovey will work towards promoting the 
development of a variety of workforce multi-family housing 
units in the proximity of local business and services. 
  
Action Step 2.3.2: Bovey intends to regularly promoting 
and advertising KOOTASCA Community Action housing 
services programs such as home ownership education and 
financial assistance.  
  
Action Step 2.3.3:  Bovey will work towards promoting and 
accommodating the development of senior-oriented housing 
by working with Itasca County Housing and Redevelopment Authority, private developers 
and other interested parties to provide a range of housing services within proximity of 
businesses and services to residents. 

 
Strategy 2.4: Local housing stock contributes to economic development. 
 
Bovey recognizes the correlation between a local healthy housing stock and community 
economic development.  High-quality and well-maintained housing attract residents and 
businesses to invest in the community. 
 

Action Step 2.4.1:  Bovey intends to promote the KOOTASCA Community Action housing 
rehabilitation programs to residents. 
 

Options for senior oriented housing 
will be important for aging Bovey 
residents. 



City of Bovey Comprehensive Plan 
September 2009 

 10 

Action Step 2.4.2: Bovey would like to consider the establishment of a community 
beautification event where residents and businesses work together on improving the 
community’s appearance through various projects. 
 
Action Step 2.4.3: Bovey will work towards planning efficient expansion of utility and 
street infrastructure to areas designated for residential and commercial uses.  



City of Bovey Comprehensive Plan 
September 2009 

 11 

TRANSPORTATION 
 
The City of Bovey is located on U.S. Highway 169.  The highway is the City’s main 
connection with neighboring cities, employment centers, services, and recreation areas.  
The City is also served by County State Aid Highway 61 (Second Street) and has a system 
of local streets, sidewalks, and alleys that serve its residents and visitors.   
 
A Class One railroad line operated by Burlington Northern Santa Fe and CN runs through 
the north side of the City (the Class One designation is classified by the Federal Interstate 
Commerce Commission and based on the line’s operating revenues which, is in excess of 
$273 million).  There are seven rail Class One rail lines in the United States.4  This 
combination of highway and rail infrastructure is necessary for the region’s economic 
drivers like mining and other industries.    
 
Current Bovey transportation documents include the Bovey/Coleraine Trail Plan.   The 
plan prioritizes needed connection improvements from the Mesabi Trail to local 
destinations in both cities and across Highway 169. See Plan recommendation section in 
Appendix B.  
 
The City will work towards achieving and implementing the strategies and action steps 
described in this section. 
 

 
 
Strategy 3.1: Create a well-maintained, pedestrian-friendly Second Street that 
supports commercial business and public services.  
 
County State Aid Highway 61 (CSAH 61) or Second Street is the center of Bovey where 
residents come for goods and services.  CSAH 61 is currently scheduled for a streetscape 
redesign to provide a pedestrian-friendly environment for residents to walk between 
destinations.  The redesign is funded as part of a turn-back agreement between the City, 
Itasca County and MN/DOT as part of State aid funding which was used to realign a mile of 
U.S. Highway 169 off of the City’s Second Street.   
 

Action Step 3.1.1:  Bovey intends to continue working with MN/DOT and Itasca County 
in the redesign of Second Street to support downtown commercial business and public 
services in a pedestrian-friendly environment. 

4 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (August 2006).  Smartway Transport Partnership Glossary.  Retrieved February 
1, 2007, from http://www.epa.gov/smartway/glossary.htm 

Goal Statement:  Bovey strives to have safe well-maintained streets and crossings for mo-
tor vehicles, pedestrians and bicycles. 
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Strategy 3.2: Advocate for a safe crossing of Highway 169 for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
 
The realignment and reconstruction of Highway 169 between Coleraine and Bovey has 
resulted in a wide intersection with the speed limit on the highway posted at 40 mph. 
 
The intersection connects Bovey to the public beach access on Trout Lake and to the 
Elementary and High schools. Currently the intersection has stop signs on Second Avenue 
and a crosswalk.  The City will advocate for a safe intersection crossing. 
 

Action Step 3.2.1:  Bovey intends to collaborate with Coleraine and Itasca County to 
advocate for improved safety measures for pedestrian and bicycle crossing of Highway 
169. For more information reference the Bovey and Coleraine Bike and Pedestrian Plan 
(recommended project one). That document can be found at www.arrowheadplanning.org. 

 
Action Step 3.2.2: Bovey intends to work with police and MN/DOT to collect crash data 
at Highway 169 and if warranted discuss with MN/DOT possible further safety improvements. 

 
Strategy 3.3: Maintain local streets, alleys, sidewalks on a routine and established 
schedule. 
 
Bovey’s current local street network includes ten streets, ten avenues with sidewalks and 
alleys in the original neighborhoods.  The street network has sidewalks, curb and gutter in 
the community core.  The newer residential developments have some streets with curb and 
gutter and others are a rural cross- section (paved, but without curb and gutter). 
 

Action Step 3.3.1: Bovey will work towards developing a five year Capital Improvement 
Plan for local streets, alleys, sidewalks and coordinate it with water and sewer system 
improvements. 
 
Action Step 3.3.2:   Bovey will work towards creating and include sidewalk regulations 
during the revision of the City’s zoning code.  This action can be coordinate with Land 
Use Strategy 8.2. 
 
Action Step 3.3.3:  Bovey intends to partner with Greenway School District Safe Routes 
to School Program and identify safety issues for students walking and bicycling to school 
around Connor Jasper Middle School. 
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Strategy 3.4: Support the railroad line and actively work with the railroad to use the 
rail to its full capacity. 
 
Bovey will support rail transportation and the present operation of tracks owned by the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe and CN.  They operate a Class 1 railroad along the Canisteo Pit 
south side. Currently, this section of the rail line is compromised by the close proximity of 
the Canisteo Pit’s unstable edge. 
 

Action Step 3.4.1: Bovey will work towards ensuring future local development does not 
conflict with railroad crossing and create unsafe at-grade crossings  
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UTILITIES AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES  
 
The City of Bovey’s history is still part of the community 
framework.  The City’s commitment to offering a variety of 
services to meet the resident’s needs continues as well.  The 
City’s water system consists of a municipal well house and 
approximately three miles of lines.  The sewer infrastructure 
uses a gravity-fed system to a sewage plant.  The sewer plant 
services Bovey, Coleraine and Taconite.  Bovey’s new housing 
division on the City’s east side utilizes a lift station.  There is 
two miles of municipal sewer lines.   Additionally, the City has 
an Iron Range Resources Infrastructure grant to provide service 
to the planned residential development on the City’s east side.  
 
The City owns and maintains the Bovey City Hall which includes the Library, and a 
municipal garage and fire station building. The City also maintains two garages for city 
equipment.  Residents also have municipal weekly waste collection and local cable TV 
(currently provided by North American cable). 
 
The City of Bovey will work towards improving and maintaining the City’s infrastructure 
and public buildings in order to support residential and commercial growth.  

 
Strategy 4.1:  Identify and assess current storm and sanitary sewer and water 
infrastructure and its capacity for development growth. 
 
The current sewer system is 20 years old and is in need of increased capacity.  The City 
has partnered with the neighboring communities of Coleraine and Taconite to plan and 
seek funding for a new waste water treatment facility.    
 

Action Step 4.1.1: Bovey intends to continue to collaborate with neighboring 
communities to address sewer treatment capacity. 
 
Action Step 4.1.2:  Bovey intends to continue to identify storm and sanitary sewer 
infrastructure sections and plan for replacement in coordination with local streets and 
sidewalk reconstruction.  

 

Bovey City Hall is a central public 
building in the community. 

Goal Statement: Bovey strives to provide appropriate sewer and water services and strive 
for energy efficiency in public buildings. 
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Strategy 4.2: Plan for short and long term capitol improvements to public buildings.  
 
The City of Bovey maintains the City Hall along with the fire station and garage.  In the 
future the City will maximize improvements by developing a public building Capital 
Improvement Plan.   
 

Action Step 4.2.1:  Bovey will work towards assessing public buildings and prioritize 
necessary short and long term improvements. 
 
Action Step 4.2.2.:  Bovey intends to collaborate with Coleraine and other neighboring 
communities to study the feasibility of sharing equipment, facilities and personnel. 

 
Strategy 4.3: Actively participate in activities to stabilize the water level in the Canisteo Pit. 
 
Bovey is part of a multiagency task force which meets regularly to discuss water resource 
concerns at Canisteo Pit and Trout Lake. The task force is composed of representatives 
from the following: Itasca County, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Iron Range 
Resources and Rehabilitation Board, Western Mesabi Mine Planning Board, Trout Lake 
Association, Minnesota Department of Transportation, DM&I Railroad and the Minnesota 
cities of Bovey, Coleraine and Taconite. 
 

Action Step 4.3.1:  Bovey will attend meetings of the Western Mesabi Mine Planning 
Board and Department of Natural Resources that address the Pit. 

 
Strategy 4.4: Assess and inventory street lights and develop a plan to improve lighting in 
prioritized areas. 
 
The reconstruction of Second Street is a good opportunity to study street lights throughout 
the City and prioritize streets which are currently used to reach destinations like the City 
parks and school or considered a bicycle route.   
 

Action Step 4.4.1: Bovey will work towards studying street lighting and target areas for 
improved lighting especially around the downtown business district, parks, schools, 
Mesabi Trail and street intersections. 
 
Action Step 4.4.2: Bovey will work towards developing an outdoor lighting ordinance to 
address excessive nighttime light. 

 
Strategy 4.5: Include energy efficient improvements for all public buildings when and 
where appropriate. 
 
The City is committed to saving energy costs in public building when reasonable 
opportunities present themselves during renovations. 
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Action Step 4.5.1: Bovey plans to consider energy efficient options during all building 
renovations and utility upgrades such as installing more efficient heating, cooling 
systems. 

 
Strategy 4.6: Proactively communicate with local residents and businesses on a routine 
basis. 
 
Bovey strives to keep residents informed on City activities and public events through local 
media on a routine basis. 
 

Action Step 4.6.1: Bovey intends to utilize high-speed internet to develop a website to 
communicate with residents and businesses. 
 
Action Step 4.6.2:  Bovey will work towards acquiring a local television public access 
channel to disseminate important information. 

 
Strategy 4.7:  Partner with public and private entities to produce revenue generating 
energy. 
 
The City is interested in alternative energy generation and working with other interested 
groups.  
 

Action Step 4.7.1: Bovey aspires to collaborate with public and private partners to 
study potential locations for energy generation. 
 
Action Step 4.7.2: Bovey will work towards identifying and reserving locations for 
future energy generation opportunities.  
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AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
The cities of the Iron Range are surrounded by mine 
lands, lakes and forests.  The region provides residents 
and visitors with many outdoor recreational 
opportunities.  The City of Bovey takes pride in its local 
outdoor resources, which provide a range of 
opportunities for citizens and visitors alike.  The City 
maintains a system of parks, which consist of one City 
RV Park with ten wide 30 amp electric sites, dump 
station and playground facilities and two adjoining ball 
field parks.  One ball field is called the Greenway Sport 
Complex and consists of two baseball diamonds with plans for two more.  The second field 
is named the Home of Jen Guyer Memorial Field with three softball fields, one baseball 
and open fields for soccer.  In addition, the City is connected to the regional Mesabi Trail.  
The trail alignment is parallel to the Burlington Northern Santa Fe and CN railroad tracks 
and Canisteo Pit along the City’s west and north sides. 
 
The City also has a large natural area asset within its 
borders.  The Canisteo Mine Pit lake along the city’s 
northern boundary has a potential to be a regional 
recreational resource.  The Pit is part of the Mississippi 
River watershed, draining first through Trout Creek, 
which empties into the Swan River, and finally into the 
Mississippi River.  The Canisteo Pit was a complex of 
open pit mines that were operated by six different 
mining companies from 1907 through 1985. The pit is 4 
miles long and a half mile wide. Upon cessation of 
mining in 1985, Canisteo Pit was abandoned and began 
filling with water.  With an estimated area of 1,330 
acres and a maximum depth of 300 feet, Canisteo Pit is deep, clear and cool, with good 
water quality. 
 
The City of Bovey is rich in cultural history and as a 
small community; the City strongly values volunteers as 
community members who put their sense of pride into 
action.  The volunteers in Bovey form the core of 
energy to get things done, ranging from staffing the 
planning and zoning committee, library board and 
planning and holding special events like the Farmer’s 
Day held every Labor Day.  As a valued asset to the 
community, the City of Bovey feels it is important to 

A pocket park along Second Street in Bovey’s 
downtown 

The City takes pride in maintaining its  public parks  
for residents and visitors 

The City honors its history with a display in front of 
City Hall. 
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sustain current volunteers and seek ways to nurture and increase citizen engagement for 
the future. 

 
The City will work towards preserving their natural and recreational areas along with 
encouraging citizen engagement through the described strategies and action steps. 
Strategy 5.1: Preserve and enhance city parks and natural areas. 
 
The City of Bovey maintains outdoor recreational facilities and strives to protect natural 
areas for the public to gather and opportunities for physical activities.   
 

Action Step 5.1.1: Bovey intends to collaborate with neighboring communities and 
interested public and private entities to capitalize on the economic and recreational 
aspect of Canisteo Pit Lake.  Also see Section Four Utilities and Community Facilities 
Strategy 4.3. 
 
Action Step 5.1.2: Bovey will work towards assessing the existing city parks and record 
needed improvements for regular maintenance. 
 
Action Step 5.1.3:  Bovey will work towards creating a park plan with public input to 
develop a vision for city parks which may include new facilities or programs and 
maintenance. 

 
Strategy 5.2: Improve local access to the Mesabi Trail with signed connections to the 
downtown. 
 
The City values the Mesabi Trail as a regional recreation asset for visitors and residents 
alike.  The City wants to attract trail users into the community. 
 

Action Step 5.2.1: Bovey will work towards identifying specific locations for trail 
signage, funding sources and develop a construction plan. 
 
Action Step 5.2.2:  Bovey will work towards improving the trail’s access to Bovey’s ball 
field as referred to in the Bovey and Coleraine Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (project 
recommendation six). 
 
Action Step 5.2.3:  Bovey will work towards constructing a paved connection from the 
Mesabi Trail through the baseball fields at the Connor-Jasper Middle School as 
referenced in the Bovey and Coleraine Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (project 
recommendation six).  

 

Goal Statement: Bovey strives to preserve and promote its historical, cultural and 
recreational resources 
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Strategy 5.3: Encourage the development of community volunteer and non-profit 
groups. 
 
Residents who volunteer fill vital roles within the City by offering their time and talent for 
the betterment of the City. 
 

Action Step 5.3.1: Bovey intends to seek to include and involve younger residents in 
City committees and one–time task forces.  
 
Action Step 5.3.2: Bovey will develop community volunteer opportunities and 
encourage new local non-profit groups.  Opportunities may include citizen committees 
for beautification, youth/mentor programs, and senior or youth programs. 

 
Strategy 5.4: Develop and support events that celebrate City’s history and gather 
people together. 
 
The City of Bovey is proud of its tradition of holding community events for its residents and 
strives to assure the public knows the City’s history and current events through a variety of 
media sources. 
 

Action Step 5.4.1:  Bovey will support and promote Bovey’s Labor Day celebration 
“Farmer Day”. 
 
Action Step 5.4.2:  Bovey will provide history of the City to residents and visitors 
through either a brochure or display in City Hall. 
 
Action Step 5.4.3:  Bovey will develop and maintain a City of Bovey website with 
current events and relevant information. 

 
Strategy 5.5: Support community gathering places. 
 
The City encourages residents of all ages to gather for camaraderie to enhance individual 
well-being through a sense of place and community ownership.  
 

Action Step 5.5.1:  Bovey will identify and preserve areas and programs where residents 
gather. 

 
Strategy 5.6:  Develop a variety of youth seasonal programs in cooperation with 
neighboring communities, public and private entities. (See Intergovernmental 
Cooperation). 
 
City of Bovey supports local youth with activities that enriches their development through 
opportunities for healthy activity. 
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Action Step 5.6.1:  Bovey will seek out new collaborative opportunities with 
neighboring communities to provide programs for youth.  Consider development of 
community-service programs to instill a value of community volunteerism. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 
The City was once a bustling mining town with residents 
supporting small businesses and services.  The economic 
downturn of the mining industry in the latter part of the 1900’s 
caused residents to leave the Iron Range and now the City is a 
smaller community.  Those who have stayed are attracted by 
the small town feel.  The City recognized the need for 
economic and community development to attract residents, 
especially families, and support the proposed industrial 
economic value development on the Iron Range.  Along with 
physical projects, the City understands the value for their 
residents of supporting social clubs, service organizations and community celebrations. 
 
The City will work towards achieving and implementing the described strategies and action 
steps. 
 

 
Strategy 6.1: Promote revitalization efforts for the downtown commercial area.   
 
Downtown Bovey businesses have a long history of providing goods and services to the 
visitors and residents of Bovey.  Businesses in the downtown area include; a grocery store, 
local newspaper, antique and coffee shop, and a bar. 
 

Action Step 6.1.1: The City of Bovey intends to prioritize revitalization efforts in the 
downtown area. 
 
Action Step 6.1.2: Bovey will work towards the development of design criteria for 
downtown areas in order to promote aesthetically pleasing commercial districts.  This 
action can be coordinated with Land Use Strategy 8.2.  
 
Action Step 6.1.3: Bovey intends to participate in local economic development efforts 
and collaborate with others in encouraging businesses to locate in Bovey.   
 
Action Step 6.1.4: Bovey will support any efforts to redevelop vacant lots and 
rehabilitate commercial buildings in the downtown area.   
 
 

The City will encourage local business. 

Goal Statement:  Bovey strives to stimulate and encourage businesses and residents to re-
invest in the community and consider other economic opportunities for authentic economic 
advancement. 
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Action Step 6.1.5: Bovey will work with Iron Range Resources, Itasca County Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority and KOOTASCA Community Action efforts that support 
commercial area revitalization through grant programs.   
 

Strategy 6.2: Collaborate with other communities and organizations to develop and 
promote regional and local amenities. 
 
Bovey and its neighbors take advantage of opportunities to promote and enhance regional 
and local amenities. 
 

Action Step 6.2.1:  Bovey intends to actively seek to work collaboratively with 
neighboring communities to promote shared resources that are attractive for new 
residents (i.e. Mesabi Trail). 
 
Action Step 6.2.2: Bovey intends actively seek to work collaboratively with 
organizations such as the Greenway Area Business Association (GABA), Itasca County 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority and Itasca Economic Development Corporation. 

 
Strategy 6.3: Identify development zones to affirm there is available commercial 
development property by US Highway 169 for local commercial needs and/or industrial 
service needs. 
 
Bovey will work towards taking full advantage of the land along U.S. Highway 169 and 
designate the area for development which offers authentic economic advancement.  
 

Action Step 6.3.1:  Bovey will work towards designating areas with appropriate access 
to infrastructure for commercial and industrial use. Also see Land Use 8.1. 

 
Strategy 6.4: Enhance community’s entrance to attract visitors. 
 
The U.S. Highway 169 realignment completed in 2008 provides Bovey with an opportunity to 
redesign the entrance to the City in a manner in which appeals to visitors and residents and 
fits Bovey’s vision statement. 
 

Action Step 6.4.1: Bovey will work towards developing enhanced signage to direct 
people to resources and businesses in town. 
 
Action Step 6.4.2:  Bovey will work towards enforcing its blight ordinance. Also see 
Housing-Strategy 2.1. 
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Strategy 6.5: Support new and existing businesses 
 
Small businesses in Bovey are important to the local economy by providing jobs, goods and 
services to residents.  The City will seek to support local business and engage entrepreneurs 
interested in locating in Bovey. 
 

Action Step 6.5.1: Bovey will work towards completing a survey of local services and 
businesses to determine what types of businesses exist. 
 
Action Step 6.5.2:  Bovey will work towards identifying and promoting desired new 
business opportunities (as per zoning areas for Bovey). 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 
 

The cities of the Iron Range each have a distinct incorporation history with ties to mining.  
Cities in the early 1900s built village halls, schools and maintained streets.  Later cities 
offered water and sanitary services and police and fire protection.   Today the City of 
Bovey, like many communities, is working in partnership with its neighbor to share services 
and costs.  Bovey and Coleraine have a joint powers agreement for police services.  Bovey 
understands the importance of working cooperatively to provide cost effective public 
services and programs.   
 
The City of Bovey will work towards achieving and implementing the strategies and action 
steps described in this section. 

 
Strategy 7.1:  Promote collaboration of inter-city and intra-city boards, committees, and 
efforts. 
 
The City is committed to efficient government and to this end will ensure collaboration 
opportunities between members of the City Council, Library Board, Planning and Zoning 
Committee and local groups.   The City will continue to seek opportunities to work in 
partnership with neighboring communities and entities to further benefit residents. 
 

Action Step 7.1.1: Bovey will collaborate with City committees, boards and local groups 
to exchange ideas and information and advise City efforts.  
 
Action Step 7.1.2: Bovey will continue to actively participate in and identify joint 
efforts with other local governments on the Iron Range.   

 
Strategy 7.2: Ensure that the residents of Bovey have effective fire, emergency and 
police protection services.  
 
Bovey is committed to public safety by providing residents with two full-time police officers 
through a joint powers agreement with Coleraine.  Medical emergency response is provided  
by the Bovey Fire Department in corporation with Meds One Ambulance Service out of 
Grand Rapids.  Local volunteers provide fire service to the City. 
 

Action Step 7.2.1:  Bovey intends to proactively address emergency service protection 
for Bovey residents.  This includes working with neighboring cities and townships to 

Goal Statement:  Bovey strives to take a visible proactive approach and seek other meth-
ods to work cooperatively with surrounding communities and citizens to benefit the local 
communities. 
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further develop partnerships and explore options to provide cooperative emergency 
service protection. 
 

Strategy 7.3: Collaborate with Itasca County and State of Minnesota officials. 
 
Bovey is located within the 3rd County District in Itasca County and will continue to work 
with Itasca County to reach mutual goals.  The City is represented in the State Capital in 
Representative district 03A and Senate District 03.  Bovey is in U.S. Representative District 
Eight in the United States Congress. 
 

Action Step 7.3.1:  When issues arise, Bovey will collaborate and inform Itasca County 
and Minnesota elected officials of the needs in Bovey regarding resources, housing, 
economic development, transportation, and other issues that arise. 
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LAND USE 
 
As part of the larger Iron Range community, Bovey has its own unique history.  
Development, while welcomed by the community, should be carried out in a manner that is 
consistent with the vision statement and history of Bovey and the Iron Range.  Development 
in Bovey is primarily regulated through the City’s zoning code.  The current zoning code and  
map were adopted before 1978. 
 
The City will work towards implementation of the described action steps to achieve the 
City’s land use goal. 

Strategy 8.1: Identify locations for industrial, commercial and residential uses. 
 
The City of Bovey Zoning Ordinance and accompanying official zoning map were adopted 
before 1978.  The City is ready to update the zoning code to create a modern and 
reorganized code, in order to better protect the rights of residents and businesses and to 
guide development within the City.   

 
Action Step 8.1.1: Bovey will work towards identifying and mapping existing and future 
commercial land use areas. 
 
Action Step 8.1.2: Bovey will work towards identifying and mapping existing and future 
residential land use areas. 
 
Action Step 8.1.3: Bovey will work towards identifying and mapping future industrial 
land use areas prioritizing land along the new Highway 169 alignment. 

 
Strategy 8.2: Update zoning code regulations and official map for consistency with 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Each land use section will address permissible use in each zone with development 
standards, minimum setbacks and maximum building coverage along with streets, 
sidewalks, signs and parking regulations.  
 

Action Step 8.2.1:  Bovey will work towards preserving and designating land for a 
commercial district with permitted and conditional uses. 
 
Action Step 8.2.2: Bovey will work towards updating residential use zoning regulations 
with permitted and conditional uses. 

Goal Statement:  Bovey strives to encompass and encourage highway frontage, industrial, 
commercial, residential and public space for potential land use opportunities. 
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Action Step 8.2.3:  Bovey will work towards creating an industrial use zoning 
regulations with permitted and conditional uses.   
Action Step 8.2.4: Bovey will create parking restrictions for the residential district. 
 
Action Step 8.2.5: The City will work towards proactively addressing adult-oriented 
businesses by regulating them through the creation of an ordinance and designating 
appropriate locations for such businesses to be located. 
 
Action Step 8.2.6: Bovey will work towards preserving and designating public parks and 
natural areas. 

 
Strategy 8.3: Use a combination of infill and redevelopment to maximize land. 
 
The City strives to efficiently utilize developable land and makes an effort to redevelop 
land which has been used previously.  
 

Action Step 8.3.1: Bovey aims to identify vacant or under utilized land which may be 
suitable for reuse. 

 
Strategy 8.4: Proactively plan and encourage organized development. 
 
The Bovey Planning and Zoning Committee is responsible for administering the zoning code  
and for providing input to the City Council related to the periodic revision of the City’s land 
use related to  Zoning Ordinances. The Committee also serves acts as the decision making 
body of the City related to variance applications submitted for consideration. 
 

Action Step 8.4.1:  Bovey will work towards initiating the process to revise the zoning 
ordinance by addressing the current land use needs with in Bovey and goals for the 2009 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Action Step 8.4.2:  Bovey Planning and Zoning Committee will review the City Zoning 
Map and recommend changes to the City Council that is consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Implementation of strategies and action steps as identified in the Bovey Comprehensive 
Plan is very important in reaching the goals that have been laid out in the Plan. 
 
The City of Bovey will implement the strategies and action steps as defined in the adopted 
Comprehensive Plan over the next 10-20 years.  The City will implement the Comprehensive 
Plan following an established timeline for beginning and completing work, also allowing for 
periodic review of accomplishments and needs for modification (update) of the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
This section includes an Implementation Matrix that lists each Plan Category and the 
strategy/action steps necessary, parties/departments involved, and the timeline needed to 
complete the action step.  Action steps will range from completing more in depth and 
detailed processes to setting up meetings with involved parties to open communication.  
Identifying the department or group that will be responsible for implementation is very 
important to making the goals of the Comprehensive Plan become accomplishments.  
Having a committee that can spearhead each effort will help to make significant progress.  
Timelines range from as short as six months to recommendations that are ongoing and will 
be continued efforts.  Over the next 10-20 years the City of Bovey will, to the best of its 
abilities, seek to implement the strategies and action steps as identified in the following 
comprehensive plan.   

Strategy 9.1: Fully implement the Comprehensive Plan after City Council adoption. 
 

Action Step 9.1.1: Bovey intends to review the Bovey Comprehensive Plan in which 
actions are analyzed to determine implementation status.   
 
Action Step 9.1.2: Bovey intends to change, update, or end actions that need 
alterations or have been completed. 

Goal Statement:  Bovey strives to actively work to complete the strategies identified in 
the comprehensive plan and will review implementation periodically. 




